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ADiscussion on Xi Gong i & and Dong Gong 4< & Recorded in bronze Inscriptions of Western
Zhou from Newly-unearthed Earl Zeng’s Jue-vessel from Yejiashan Site

Huang Fengchun
(Wuhan, Hubei 430077)

Abstract: Through the analysis of the word Xi Gong i from the inscription of Earl Zeng’s
Jue-vessel from Tomb No.M107 of the Yejiashan Site, compared to the structures of the Western
Zhou palaces, the author believes that both Dong Gong <& and Xi Gong P8 recorded in
bronze inscriptions may refer to administrative agencies rather than imperial palaces. These two
words also indicate their status as head officers, who must be the sons or clan relatives of kings or
marquises, thus the owner of Tomb No.M107 should be considered as a head officer of Xi Gong,
and the South Duke F§ 7> whose name was Shi i&. The use of these words were also recorded
in the early Western Zhou inscriptions.
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