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Abstract: Menthol has been used in food, cosmetic and pharmaceutical industries for
centuries. By taking advantage of its sublimation at room temperature, this ancient compound can
be utilized in a whole new application in art conservation as a temporary consolidate for fragile
archaeological relics. The Kinetics of menthol sublimation and residue after volatilization on
various matrices, penetrability and distribution on simulated terracotta samples as well as other
important properties are carefully examined in our laboratory. The findings indicate satisfied
results for uses as temporary consolidate. Laboratory work also proved that menthol is a safe and

effective substance in preserving fragile finds at archaeological excavations. The paper also



suggested future research in the incorporation of menthol in an archaeological context.
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